
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

It’s likely that Brother James Fields did not envision serving guests a daily 

meal without being able to sit and dine indoors. After all, the organization 

began life as the Franciscan Shelter House, with the implication that relief 

from the elements was as important as the food provided. Since March of 

last year, our guests have not been able to enjoy their meal at a table in 

the dining room named for Brother James. The safety precautions im-

posed as a defense against COVID-19 remain in place to protect guests 

and volunteers alike. Attempting to look ahead in a still-uncertain environ-

ment, the Board and staff of the Franciscan Kitchen are working on plans 

to provide seating arrangements for our guests.  

A solution currently being considered would involve a resumption of in-

door dining at half capacity (roughly 45 of the 90 seats) once we receive 

approval and the use of the green space behind the Big Red Pavilion  for 

the installation of a concrete pad on which galvanized steel picnic tables 

and benches would be placed. The outdoor seating area would accommo-

date 40 to 45 guests who would be able to at least sit and eat when the 

limited availability for indoor dining spots is at capacity.  This “hybrid” 

model, while not ideal, allows some measure of the hospitality that is vital 

to our mission. No date has been set for resumption of indoor seating - it 

will only occur once approval is given. We will keep you posted on our 

progress for these plans. 
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Pavilion Dedication 

Donors, volunteers, Board members, staff, and guests attended the dedication of the new 

Pavilion honoring Richard ‘Big Red” Thomas on Saturday, July 3, 2021. Louisville Mayor Greg 

Fischer and State Representative Attica Scott were on hand along with local media to com-

memorate Red’s dedication and service as Fr. John Elmer, OFM Conv blessed the facility. 



On Wednesdays, a group of stalwart volunteers have 

been handling a variety of tasks that ensure the daily 

meal is ready to go when the doors open at 10:30 a.m. 

These three gentlemen come from different backgrounds 

and have a variety of work experiences, but they all pos-

sess a singular belief when it comes to their involvement 

at the Kitchen and what more than one of them ex-

pressed in this cogent phrase - “Do whatever needs to be 

done.” Collectively, the three men represent more than 

50 years of service to the organization and share a dedi-

cation to the mission and sense of humility about the 

reasons they have continued to show up for their 

Wednesday shifts. 

Kelly Buckman (above) is a native of Lebanon, Kentucky and except for a brief spell in Chica-

go, has resided in the area all his life. He and his wife, Linda, who has also volunteered, have 

been married for 60 years and have three children, two grandchildren, and one great-

grandchild. Kelly credits his wife’s cousin with getting him involved at the Kitchen. He started 

as a dishwasher because that need is ever-present. Eventually, Kitchen staff learned that Kelly 

was a professional painter and in the 15 years he’s been volunteering, he has tackled many  

touch-up or more extensive jobs that needed doing. Most recently, he pressure washed the 

building prior to the Big Red Pavilion dedication. 

Like many volunteers, Kelly finds fulfillment in serving the hungry, but he also enjoys the ca-

maraderie of his fellow workers. He fondly remembers Big Red, whom he used to drive to 

work in the morning for a period of time and accompany on pick-up runs in the truck.   

(cont. on p. 4) 

 

 

Volunteer Profiles -  

Wednesday Crew Power Trio 

Kelly Buckman, Vince Jacobi, & Todd Pearl  
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Click on the SignUpGenius link on our website (www.franciscankitchen.org) or our Facebook page to 

volunteer as a cook, preparer, or meal server. You can also call Chuck Mattingly at 502-643-8400.  
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Volunteer Profiles -  

Kelly Buckman, Vince Jacobi, & Todd Pearl  

(cont.) 

Evidence of the camaraderie Kelly enjoys is obvious when 

he repeats the running joke that Vince Jacobi (right) is 

“my boss.” The two men starting working together within 

weeks of each other and they regularly kid about who will 

be the first to “retire” from the Kitchen. Vince is from 

Floyds Knobs, Indiana, and retired from Kroger after 38 

years in 2000. He started his career as a meat cutter, a skill 

he picked up early on from a family member. It turns out 

that his food industry experience, which included retail, 

distribution, and management roles, was well-suited to 

the needs of the Franciscan Kitchen. The Providence High 

School graduate was familiar with the work of the friars, 

who have a strong presence in the Knobs, and in 2006, began helping prepare salads on 

Wednesday mornings. He eventually took on cooking duties when the need arose in 2013. 

Vince notes that menu selection has advanced since he began working  - “Hot dogs were a sta-

ple; it seemed like we served them every day. There’s more variety now.”  

If a question arises about when something occurred or details about a circumstance, Vince is a 

reliable source to confirm it - he has kept a journal since 1981. It’s a practice he has found to 

be useful and rewarding. “I’ve benefited from the discipline of writing to help me focus my 

thoughts and feelings. It also gives me the satisfaction of completing a daily task.” 

(cont. on p. 5) 

Magnify your gift by supporting the Kitchen on Friday, September 17 as we join other organi-

zations in the GiveForGoodLouisville giving day celebration. We’ll be eligible for matching and 

challenge funds with your help. Go the website above to make your gift. Thank you! 
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Volunteer Profiles -  

Kelly Buckman, Vince Jacobi, & Todd Pearl  

(cont.) 

Todd Pearl (left) has been a Wednesday crew regular for 10 

years (a few less than his fellow volunteers), but his involve-

ment goes back to the early days of the Kitchen. Through his 

heater and radiator business, Todd came to the attention of 

John Murphy, the lead volunteer in Brother James’ fledgling 

organization, and his pickup truck was soon put to use to help 

gather food donations. He was recruited to cut grass on the 

property as he got to know Brother James and his brother, 

Bill, who became a hunting partner. The involvement deep-

ened as Todd’s late wife, Sue, also began volunteering and 

helped organize the Christmas Toys Giveaway in the late 

1980s.  

Brother James’ influence clearly took hold as Todd recalls a particular phrase that has stuck 

with him - “You can’t judge.” Among his memories is the story of the January 1994 snowstorm 

that shut the city down. Brother James knew that Todd’s truck would be able to make it 

through the unplowed streets so he called Todd with an unusual request. “Can you get me 

some chicken gizzards? And some beer?” Todd naturally complied.  

Upon his retirement, Todd started coming regularly to help out and, like Kelly, began as a dish-

washer. While that job has been passed on to John Hauber, the youngster of the crew, Todd 

now makes sure that Vince’s cooking reaches the steam table in a timely fashion.   

Todd, Vince, and Kelly all agree about the importance of team work and they emphatically em-

body that quality every Wednesday. We are grateful for their combined years of service at the 

Kitchen. 

An inscribed brick paver in the St. Francis Prayer Garden is a great 

way to honor or memorialize a family member, or loved one while 

supporting the Kitchen’s mission. The pavers come in two sizes - 8” 

x 8” pavers accommodate four (4) lines of text up to 72 characters 

for a $500 contribution, and 4” x 8” pavers accommodate two (2) 

lines of text up to 36 characters for a $250 contribution. To make a 

secure credit card donation, go to our website www.franciscankitchen.org/donate or call 502-

589-0140 to get more information on ordering a paver. Thank you for your consideration and 

support! 

Prayer Garden Pavers 



6 

The students and staff from Pitt Academy in Louisville made and delivered special Blessing 

Bags that contain a variety of useful items for our guests earlier this year. We are grateful for 

your partnership in our mission! 

The good folks at Oxmoor Toyota have been generous supporters of the Kitchen for several 

years. Their last contribution, which is matched by the Toyota Corporation, helped us pur-

chase the new security system for the building. Thank you! 

Thank you to our Supporters and partners in mission! 

We received in-kind donations from the above companies in the construction of our Big Red 

Pavilion. Thank you for the generous support!  

 



Memorial and Honorary Gifts 
In memory of Laura Lynn Albers 

Jacqueline Albers 

Judith Dicken 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Diebold 

Rosalie Kamer 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Laney 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Seadler 

In memory of Oden & Berniece Banet 

Stephen Banet 

In honor of Fr. Steve Banet 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Wolford 

In memory of Joseph John Carraro, Jr. 

Catherine Carraro 

In memory of Richard Cashon 

Marsha Cashon 

In honor of Ray Crider 

Marilyn Crider 

In memory of Anna & Kevin Cyril  

Mary Allgeier 

In memory of Br. Ambrose Eischens 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Thompson 

In memory of Don Etherton 

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Jenkins 

In memory of Carl Falk 

Alice Falk 

In honor of Joe Fallahay 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Hubbs 

Joseph Doug Pohl 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Roalofs 

In honor of Fr. Ken Garring 

Knights of Columbus Harrison County Council 

#1808 

In memory of Sonny Grantz 

Sharon Niehoff 

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gries 

Betty Corrigan 

In memory of Father Maurice Hayes, OFM Conv. 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Beck 

In memory of Mary E. Hinton  

Carol Clark 

In honor of Don & Mary Carol Kelly 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Willenbrink 

In memory of John Koetter 

Fred Muddiman  

In memory of Dana Kramer 

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Augustine 

Martha Spalding 

In memory of Joseph Lee & Anna Lil Laemmle 

Mr. & Mrs. James Laemmle 

 

In memory of Joe Macaluso 

Debbie Heuser 

In memory of Bette Marret (by her estate) 

In memory of Donald Martin, Louis & Margaret Yurt, & 

Sonia Bratcher 

Mrs. Rita Martin 

In memory of Raymond J. Martin  

Deborah Churchman 

In memory of Donald Matson 

Christine Baxter 

In memory of Charlotte Ann Mattingly 

Thomas Mattingly 

In memory of Mike Mattingly 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mattingly 

In memory of Bob Mattingly 

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Warren 

In memory of Rev. Joe McGee 

Rose M. Blankenship 

In memory of John Metzler 

Beverly Metzler 

In memory of Lawrence Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Luke Miller  

In honor of Robert Neihoff for Father’s Day 

Susan Mize 

In honor of Robert & Fay Neihoff 

Patrick Niehoff 

In memory of Florence & Bunt Parrott 

Mr. and Mrs. James Parrott 

In memory of Larry Roberts 

Kathy Roberts 

In honor of John Rowdy Rowan 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Parker 

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rushing's 40th Wedding 

Anniversary 

Michele A. Francis 

In honor of Helen R. Sample 

Mary Ann Smith 

In memory of Fr. Simon Sauer, OFM Conv 

Mary Ann Kollros 

In memory of Greg Shircliff 

Sharon Ward 

In honor of St. Anthony 

Clara Bacallao 

Clare Ann Schultheis 

In memory of Scott Teets 

Anita Teets 

In memory of Walter Terstegge & Gail Terstegge Foster 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Niehaus 

In memory of Elizabeth Williams  

Laura Kirchner  

7 



NON-PROFIT ORG. 
US POSTAGE 

JEFFERSONVILLE, IN 
PERMIT #92 

Franciscan Kitchen Staff 

Chuck Mattingly  Executive Director Eric Calloway  Maintenance 

Heather Benjamin   Business Manager Debbie Clark  Accountant 

Kate Chawansky  Warehouse Manager Tony Perito  Advancement 

Susan Bolton Chris Keisker  Fr. Vincent Petersen 

William Harris Mary Carol Kelly Jessica Piner 

John Hauber Alice Kimble Gary Roth 

Leo Hauber Ken Kinderman Br. Jaime Zaragoza 

Amy DeRenzo Hulbert Alan Kissel  

Janis Kaelin Kim Maney  

Franciscan Kitchen Board 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Franciscan Kitchen Mission 

In the tradition of St. Francis, 

which recognizes we are all brothers and 

sisters, we are dedicated to providing for 

the nourishment of God's family. 

We will maintain an environment of 

trust and fellowship to build mutual re-

spect and beneficial relationships  with 

our guests, co-workers, suppliers and 

community. 

These efforts will strengthen our organi-

zation and enable us to provide a much 

needed service to our community. 


